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LISSiad ersS Ureat OQpportunities ior American Uoodas.
(Eperial te The Times-Dispateh,) Russlan as a customsr, Mr., Goodchiid | which 4hey knew the standing of tha it tHa Amerlean exporlers would keap | Asiatie, hut alzo with the Eavpilan ent- | tured the rabate may ha dlscontinusd and | AmeTica was dlscoversd. The butke of
the land is In emall holdings, and it s

8T, PETERSDURG, May 18.—Thera ara
blg chances In Russln for tha young
marican who will take his foot In his
hand and eome over hers and sludy the
iahgunga and people, This market lg
bayond conception enormous, It s juet at
{ts beginning and It needs Blmon pure
Amerieans to handle American produsts,
Bvery man who has tried the work In ths
right way has succeeded, and I know a
humber who have establlshed good busl-
nesses.

1 travaled from Bl Petersburg to Mos.
cow the other dny with a New Yorker
who was sent to issin to sell Ameorlean
gonds, He falled at the slart not know.
{rig the language but ha now apeaks Lhe
Ruasfan lka a native and Is dolng well.
He was atationed Ih Moscow and trled
to learn Russian but he found too many
Engllsh and dermana there with whom
ke could talk, 116 then nsleed his em-
ployers for a few montha’ vacatlon and
went to a town far back In the Interior
and took board with the parson. Thera
was hot an Engllahmon nor an Ameri-
ean within hundreds of miles, and he
had to speeak Russlan, He had Russlan
readers and o Ruselan grammar; he pald
ths priest a trifie for teaching him, and
as tho priest's famlly was  well edu-
cated ?’IG had plenty of practiee In good
conversation. At the end of o fow maonths
he had acquired a sponking knowledge
of the language sufficlent for him to
earry on his husiness, He then went
back to Moscow nngd eontinued his studies
until now he can epenk, read and write
the JRussinn, Hoe has married a Husslin
wife and his family conversation 1s Ttus-
slan. He has Leen hers flve years and
expects to stay,

Educated American Drummers.

The name of this man {s Mr. Rohert
Gondehild, s business {a welling Amer!-
can Inachinery, steam pumps, snw and
planing mills and other 1hings of that

_nature. He tells me  the opportuni=
tlen for the American drummers: who
will learn the forelgn langunges ara un-
limited, and this ls especially o as to
the Russian.

The fleld Is open to men with enpltal
nd without. Those who understand tha
anguage and have no money can easlly
ininrest capital from home, and they can
fight for the trade an the Germans ore
doing. ‘The latter people have thelr drum-
mera everywhere. Thelr preat business
firma send clerks here to learn the lan-

aga ond open  houses, They hava
ranches. {n  Meoscow, In Southern Ius-
pla and in Slberiy, nnd send thelr clerks
out on long contracts, kcei}m% them 'in
the couﬂlr:.- unt!l they ara abla to do
the work.

I asked Mr. Goodchlld whether the Rua-

plan language la hard to learn. He re-
led :

p"lli 18 not easy, but any smart young

‘American can acquire enough of 1L 1o

do business with. 'The only way to learn
it Is to speak with every one you meet,
and if you can get into A lace whera

wou can't speak anything else you will
roon acaulre It. German 15 nlmost as
There ara

ortant as the Russlan.
ism(%‘.- Germans in Mpscow alone, and they
fre to be found In every town of any
plze ihroughout the empirs.
} " Russian Merchants.

The conversallon hers turned to tha

LEAGH

“The Russlan 18 o good man with whom
to deal. Ha knows what he wants and
he {5 ready to pay a blg price for it. Ha
la suspicious, however, and will not buy
without seelng the goods or samplas of
them. 1fo hasa little usa for pictures and
entalogues, and bm n rule he wants his
goods at tha tima he buys them. If he
ean't get TAnm at onca ha will often taks
poorer dTuff rather than walt, Ile s ac-
customed (o doing business on credit. Ho
wantas from nina to twelva monlha or
longer, but he don't object to a high
ritn r}f Interast on the deferred paymaents.
He often pays or per ecent. profit,
and 1 have some clossns of goods on

mndt of the trade,  They hava their
agents In the principal towns, and thess
ngnalits subdivide b terrilory strround-
Ing them nnd keep reports of tha finan-
elal atanding of all business men In them,
Thara ara head agencies In Berlin who
know tha business rating of flrma all
over Russla, The Amerlenns should or-
ganize an oes=octatlon for the samn ptir-
posn,  ‘They should have thelr own prl-
vals réfnrts, which In time would he
ver’y valuable”

"[aw abtout catalogues?’

“Any of tha consuls will tell vou that
thera 1a no uze in aonding cataloguns In
English noe in Ruisslan, nor (4 any othir
way than that nrovidad by the Intws of
ftuaeln,  AfT catalogiics have 1o pass tha
econsorship; and it Is hest o first nsk
parmisgion to elrculatn them and pay the

“THEY WANT OUR PLOW

which I make 80 per cent., although the
new (Hrift ralés will cut this consld-
er_nh!y."

Credits In Russia.

‘"How about eredits? Wil the Russians
pay thelr bills?"

“Yes, the¥ will pay,! was the reply:
“put they are slow. This country Is in
its business babyhood. It has no com-
merclal machinery Uke other countries.
Thera are no commercla] agencles, such
as Dun's and Bradstreet's, and the only
way for a stranger to learn & merchant's
standing is to employ o lnwyer, whn
charges well for tha &ervice. The =
mans havd a system of their’ own by

rovenue stamps,. amounting to about 84
cents, required for such o request. A
Ereat many catalogues are sent which
never get through the mall, and others
ara thrown IMto the waeate basket becauns
the peopla cannot understand “them,

Bome of our manufacturing 'firms, such
an U%o:gn zand|ng agricultural machinery,
grapiiophones and sawlng machines, un-
derstand such matters and print thelr ad-
vertlsement accordingly.”

Money In Bricks and Water.

“What have ¥you beesn melllng,'’ Mr,
Goodehild?' I asked.

41 kirds of machlpery,” was the re-
plF, “and 1 could sell o great deal mors

thinga In etock Were, Thern Is an apen-
Ing here for pumps and wind mills and
alto for saw millle and plening machin-
ery., This I8 one of the greal forest re-

rltma of tha world and by far the greats
05t in Eurape,
?\'or}nnn machines and al
ng

Wa need nll Kinde of wood
kinds of bulld-
Implements.  Taka Moscow. It Is
#o0 that about m thousand mil-
wlll be needed next yvear and
Ing mathinery ls in demand.
thanan Lo sell epuch machinas,
hut the Amerean hakers would not gend
hem o Approval nor pay the duat

tha days of the Pharpoha, T
mada by hand and Are very coe

The Anierican Shoe in Russia,

Consul Bmlith of Mo=eow, telln me that
American shon foctories eould ba estab-
Hshed hera nnd dn 2n enormous  hual-
ness.  In econnectlon with them should
he hoolmaking machines, for tha boot
buslness would excoed the shos business
about a thousand (o one. Only tha bet-
ter class of HNussians wear shoes, The
peasants wear boots winter and stmmer,
the offlclals and soldiers  have  hoots,
and even the women have boots of falt
or leather, Among the mogt common
shoers worn by the poor are atraw elip-
pera, eosting a fow centa p palr, Woolen
cloth or felt takes the plaea of stock-
Ings, the fest nnd legs being rapped and
rewrnpped as though In a bandage, the
cloth held on with strings,

Hoots are gold everywnera at very low
prices,  Ttusalan leather fs famous, and
the factorios will have plenty of raw ma-
torinl, Everything 1a now made by hand,
and there s no style about the shaps
of the boaot. The lasts look a= thiough
they had been choppod out without re-
Eard to eomfort, nnd the approved fash-
innable bool [v of such soft leather that
It will wrinkle nt the Instep. AL present
there-are proctically. no Amerlpan shoca
gold In Russia, [ am told that there dlfe
plenty of skllled shoemakers, and that
gond workmen could be gotten at low
WHRe,

American Cotton for the Slavs,

Wa are already shipplng o large nmount

are

of raw ecotton to this county,” but Asia
{g competing with us. Cotton flelds hive
beéen opened In Ruselan Turkestan. he

scpd originally eame from’ the [Jaited
Btates, and at present the most of the
goed sown s the Amerlean upland, wh'th
yvields from 239 to 270 pounds of fiber to
the ncre. Home I8 grown from natlve
gceds, but this yields only about half aa
mueh. The native cotton flelds are grow-
Ing. In 1843, shortly after the business
was atarted, the amount grown f{rom
Amerlcan seed  was only about 25,000
pounds. This was In Central Aeia. In
that same district there is now growa
almost 800,000,000 pounds, or enough 10
gupply obout half of the neads ot the
emplre. There are now about a nuiilon
nores of cotlon fields in Russian Turke-
stan, and extenalve cotton reglons on the
other side of tho Caucasus AMountaina,
The government js encouraging the In-
dustry. It-has put a duty on forelgn
cotton of about six cents a pound, but It
refupda this duty If the cotton [y pre-ex-
ported in a maiufactured state,

The merchants are also encouraging col-
ton planting. Some of the prominent firms
of Moscow sent the seed Lo Asiatio Hus-
gla. Thay established machinery there
and tought the people how to use [t, and
agreed to buy the crops and then pro-
duct.

Qur cotton not only has to competa with

AR
L 12 bricks ars made here as In g pt‘ln-
¥

i MMoscow,

ton, WWa ehip A lot via tha Baltlo to 8t
Petersburg, Riga and Rival, It |s very
poarly packed, and In some of thit which
I have aren the bales wera almost Lurst-
Iag., In the meantime the Ruisian ecticn
manifacturea arm steadlly Inereasing,
They hava more than doubled In tha last
ten vears, and Russin expécts to make
n bid for tha cotton tradas of both BEuropa
and Asia, 1
How Russia Will Captura China.

Thera | eonsiderable exeltement Just
pow about the Russlan possession aof

Manchurla, Ihe Crzar has sald that tha
orta thera will ba open to all, but there
g no doubt he expects to caffura tha
trade ail the same, Indeed, I Russia
adopls the same methodas ak to other

tha prices will rise,
American Factories in Russia.

Buch things will necesaitats the estab-
lishment ot Amerlean factorles here. The
tariff and the bountles will make It more
profilable to work ~ tha trads on  tha
grounid, and already a number of our
compinles hava such establlahments.
Tha Weetinghouses have a hig alrbrake
&hfks [ Bt. Petersburg. It ls run with
Wmerlean foramon and [te supplles come
from the Unlted States. They have also
elnotrical works fn south Russln, and ars
mantfacturing elactrical machinary hers
ne they ars doing in England.

T am told tha tobacco trust wiil extend
its operatlons to {hla eountry, and that
1the New York pneumatio tool rompany
fa putting up o factory At Mosmcow. The

THESE COTTON SHIRTS WERE GROWN IN TUB-KISTAN.

parls of Asia that she lz now using in
Persia, she wlill drive all other countries
out of the market. She has now the
monopaly of the catton' business of Per-
sla, and she has gotten it by glving &
bounty to her manufacturers. On every
wound of Huesian cotion goods sent to
ersly the Moscow exporier gela an al-
[Gwance of three cents from ths govern-
mant. Ona cent coyers the freight, and
he has Two cents a pound profit, besidoa
the usual profit on the goods, The Eng-
lish or Germdn manufacturer has to pay
full fretght with no rebale, and he cannot
eompets. . This same system will bhe ap-
plied ip China, and tha reenlt will be that
tha Chinese empire will ba annexed to
After tha trade has been cap-

Binger Sewing Mechine Company will
have a milllon dollar establishment In Bt
Tetersburg and its goods ars alrendy sold
all over Russin.

They Want Our Plows,

Our blg agricultural Implement facto-
rles ought to establlsh branches at Mosz-
aow and {n Bouthern Ruesla to Introduce
their goods and save the dutles. Tha
Russlans aro ths greatest, farming na-
tion of the gldbe, They have tho larg-
est undaveloped country and they are
the most backward of the clvilized peo-
1a.. They have about a hundred million
armers with one-slxth of the world to
work, and they are trying to do It with

machinery such as was In use hefors

only on the Jargs eéstates thai medern
machinary (s used, THa averags farmar
Has n plow made of wood with an Iren
shear bound on.

Buch plows as coma from Abroad are
usunlly Garman, the  American  articls
belng too expenslve, Bome kinda of our
mnchinery hava hean admitted fras, bt
this will not ba a0 under tha new tariff,
Wa have the monopoly of harveaiars,
tindera, mowara and reapers ofr we make
the best in the world, but tha Ametican
[!Inw. drill, cultivator and othar sith
hings ara not known hera. Wilhin tha
ast year or 8o o few threshing machines
ave comae In, but at presant the most
of ﬁm ngricultural machinery outslde of
reapers and mowers Is of German make;
The Germans ssll mora than A hundred
million dollurs’ worth of such machin-
ery avery yoar, the English mora than
sixiy-five mllilon dollara’ worth, and wae
tag hehind with a paltry ten mililons or
mors. Thers In o good opening hers for
pll sorta of farm topis and farm wWAgons
and It |8 wonderful that our people do
not sea It

Street Railroad Plums,

Russla has more street rallroad plumas
than any other country on the Internn-
tional tree. As far as electrielty 1s con-
eerned  the emplre 18 practieally unde-
veloped and the company that could get

o monopaly of the eoncesslona would
make bsnger_lprnﬂl.s than  the United
Btates Bteel Trust

The fleld, as far as clty concassione are
concerned, 18 enormous, and as to llnas
eonnecting towne It {a beyond corn]puba.-
tion. Tha people hersa live in vilinges,
towns and citles, Thersa are no houses
stindlng alone on the landseapa and
connectlng  lines oould go ‘from  vils
1 to village, tapping o avts
In  European  Russia
nre 106,000 people.  Thera s a  vil-
lago for every five aquare miles, and In
anme rpn.rtn of tha country thers iz a vil«
lage for avery squaras mile.

Thera are many large clties, -soma of
which I hnd not henrd the names befors
I came to Russia. St. Petersbhurg is big-
er than Philadeiphla. and it has only
iorsa cors, Moscow 8 more than twios
the slze of Moscow, Warsaw. {a  bigger
than 8t Louls, Odeseo ia am largs as
Cleveland, and Rlga and Klev are each
about the alze of TIERS 1{13;.]

Have you ever heard of dz7 It is
ona of Hussla's boom towns which has
grown up in tha past few Yyears. It is
o great manufacturin
#16,000 Inhobitanta. t ma glve
few towna which ars now to tho a.'\-'unbl%s
reader: Kharkov, 174848; Vilna, 165000;
Yekaterinoslay, 121,000} Hostov-on-the=
Don, 150,000; ahn, 112,000; i,
101,000; Kishlnev, 100,000, and Saraiov, 1074
000, Frussin in ropa has nineteen olties
of over 100,000 penbgm end thirty-elght be-:
tween that and 50,000, It has 113 towns
which .rangs between 80,000 and
pach, 816 between 10,000 and 20,000, and 3.-
0 others whlch heva a little less than
10,000, hut which might support alectria
rallroads, / i

thers -

center and it has ;|
you o /

0,000

Tha_best ﬂt:m:u't.Ln'llt.!essﬂ are in Moscow

and Bf. Petersburg, and Amerlcans’ ars
irylng to got the conceasions.
inghouse Company is after them, and
among other applleants ara. men from
Pittshurg, headad by Murray A. Varoar,
of that elty. - Buch concesalons will bas
very valuable and it 1s not Frohable they
will ba granted without the Ru
themselves havs n good shate of tha
profitas,

Tho! West-

FRANK G. CARPENTHR.

How a Urowi

BOSTON, June 27 —The non-ofMelal
landsman who !s fortunate enough to
pecure the pit of yellow pasteboard that
nliows him to board tno new Urlted
Btates crulser Des Molnes as ahe lles In
the fitting-out basin at the Fora River

“ship-yard, down In the southeast corner

of Boston harbor, will hardly reallze
that the firet large ship of war huilt In
the old Bay Btate slnce the frigata Coan-
slitution was launched is now 83 ner
cent, ready for dellvery to the govern-
ment. As you stand at the stern and
look forward along the 200-odd feet of
her deck, the firet impression s of A
crulser just come out of o' llvely engrga-
ment and undergoing hasty repalrs In o
'peaceful  port, rather than of A eea-
fighter rapldly approaching fitness for
her first hattle.  \What has been dona
and what yet remalns to he finished
mnke together an Impressive plotura nf
the tremendous complexity of n modern
war vessel, provided you ara willlng to
take your auditory nerves fn one hand
ond your new summer sult in tha other,
60 to Epeak, and descend boldly into the
bury Interfor of the steel hull.

Eighty-Ave per cent. fAnished means,
Iterally, that practically all uf ‘the Ies
Molnes, consldered na, a  floating bar-
racks, that ecan be drlvan threa times
ecroEs the peean at the rata of 613 knols
an hour without reeolllng, rather than
88 a shlp of war—for a crulser's ori-
nance I8 not put In until after her pc-
ceaptance by the government—Is nlther
on board eor within reaching distance.
One tnll funnel—70 fest from the grate
up—satands majestically agalnst thoa blue
eky lne, while the other lles on the
whorf in secctlons nawalting  the hone
when the blg gantry erane will. plelk It
up and set it earsfully in Its proper
place, You might even think that there
were two funnela yet to be Inserted, one
smaller than the other, for each smoke-
pteck conslsts of two parts, nn Inner

funnel and a larger outer one envelop-
Ing It, with an air space between to kedp
them cool when the engines are trying
to beat tha efeed requitement and the
fire-room is working undér forced dratt.

The gantry crane, loocking: like the
blackened skeleton nf some tremendous
ancestors of the mastodons, aa It stands
firmly on four widespread steel legs and
extends its horizontal sieel proboscls
out over the crulser, has greally simpli-
fled the business of putting heavy mnsses
of metal Into a ship, and the fact that
- single smokestack Is all that remains
in the line of progrees (s an' Indication

of how wvery near at hand completlon is.
The “Innarde” of the ship—ner tons and

tona of machinery, from the hig englnes
whose power is'that of a hiteh of 4,700
horsea  to the dynamos that will light
the lamps and drive the electric fans,
hofst  the ammunition and  work the
guns—are all In place, ready to be sealed
up by the clesing of the decks over them.

Meantime the deck itself is a Babel of
nnlse and apparent eonfusion; the nolse
Is real enough, hut the confusion (s only
seoming. Tha pneumatie hammering and
rivetting—e modern way of putting a
gleol ship together, that makes the hlows
of hapdsledges sound lke the pop of an
old-fashioned fire-cracker compared with
the ear-splitting burst of the up-to-date
small boy's dynamite “homb,'" and 1s
contlnuous Instead of explosive Into the
hargain—ia all attendant on the bustle of
getllng the Des Molnes ready for her
thullders’ trial’” ns axpeditiously as pos-
sibla.. The young man who hurries past
you with ona pall of red paint in his
hand and the contents of another appar-
jently spread over his nether garmenis;
tho cluaters of workinen bending over the
straddling horses; tha mechanics crawl-
Ing about ths yawning hatchways; the
shipwrights and earpenters pounding and
enwing here, there and everywhere; the
foremen  and superintendents' assistants
consulting, examining and issulng orders,

ng Warship

The "Strong Right Arm'

GANTRY CRANE STEPPING A CRUISER'S STACKS.

of the Fore River Shipyard Pulting the Final Touches
on the Des Molnea.

O first above and then below, and now over

the side through an open gun port—all
thess know whers they are going and
what they are doing, and the next thing
they muatltn.ka up, even though the inex-
perlenced ladmon sometimes can’t under-

atand they know It, and the splendld ship
growa wonderfully under thelr hands.

Leading from the erulser's upper dack
ara stralght, narrow stpirways that ds-
scend Into her holds; T -low thesa are
yet other steps that go still further down,
and heyond thesa aro Indrlers, hut how
deep they go none can eay, except ono
who Is very familinr with the inner mys-
terles of twentieth century naval archi-
teeture, The lapd-lubber, after climbing
up and down for a half hour, loses count,
and goos away with the childish impres-
slon that ha might have continued to da-
seend right through the enrth, and avent-
ually have come out in Chinn. But a trip
helow deeks, whila it parplexes the unac-
custr{mr‘-rl traveler with lia gshadowy hu-
man  helngs,  creaping  nhout, electrtic
Tulh fn hand, pounding, hinmmering, sow-
Ing sterl bars and plates, rivetling bolts,
ar chiseling out doorways from the solld
plating, presents n wondertul eerles of
elimpses into tho mechanlem of ths ves-
sel,

Hera and there, for example, An open-
Ing In the floprhig reveala the protectiva
declc of the erulser, rising llko the hack
of an enormous turtls under the deck
upsn which ha' ls standing, This tortle'a
back, covered with thick steel plates, s
intendeid to protect the ship from an
enomy’'s shot by turning to hostile mls-
slles p eurving surfoee, from which they
will glanea havmlessly, and 18 respon-
sible for the Des Moinea' title of "pro-
terted erulser,!' It separates the ‘upper
part of the vessel from what {8 below the
waler lne, and thus shields the bollers,
englnes nnd dynamos that are her heart
ond other Ivan] organs,  Far below its

Looks to a Lan

aurface !a the spot whers, nccording to
Kipling,
"The acnlded stokers yelped Aslight,
Asx they rolled In the walst and heard
tha fight
Btemp o'er thelr steal-walled pen.”
Oms must abandon the atsap stalrwaya
nnd taken to stesp Indders to reach tha
realms of tha Des Molnes' futura atokers,

o placa that reems the less Inviting when

ono realizea that the new crulser {a heing
bullt largely for ssrvice in our new tropi-
cal posessions, ¢
Another  Interesting thing that tha
visitor to the interlor of ths nearly
finlshed orulser finds out Is that Iown'a
most ‘peacefi] industry, ‘the growing of
carn, will play an important part In the
defense of tha vessel that has' been
namnd‘ln honor' of the Corn Biate's capl-
tnl. This defenss hns something of o
Quaker character and Is worth risking
involuntary sulelds from the varlous
wires—about half a mlle of them In all—
that hang from tha dark eelllngs walting
ths hour that shall finally connect them
with the dynamos. The cornplth eallu-
loen, to give the substance its full de-
seriptlve title, comes from the flelds to
Tore River in briquettes, and something
over 47,000 pounds of {t are used I has
the peculiar property of swelllng to many
timea Its orlginal volume whaen sonked
{n water, and 1s placed as nosort of lining
hetween tha outer and (nner “skin'' of tha
hull, It o shot should penstrate tha
shif’s plating, under ordinary conditions
1t wAuld malkpe, of course, a good slaed
nole, {through  which the water would
pour, hn unpleasant occurrence, desapits
tha feot that the danger of serious con-
gequences la lessened by the dlvislon ot
the hull along the water line Into a series
of Independent watertight compartments,
The eornplth  briquettes, however, still
rurther lessen this donger, for as fast
ag the holp admitted the water, the water
would In turn expand the cornplth, which

sslans

dsman

would nlmost Immeddately “plug up” tha
rent and pravent leaking until the dam-
rgs conld ba properly repalred. {

Tha comforts of the interior arrange-
ments of thia newest Amerlcan crulser
ara partly In svidence even {n the clut-

tered , candition  Just prellminary_ to the '

tinal tying-up of odd ends mnd pubtEE™

averything in order. In fact, the ship Is
at present'n good deal llke a new houss
In which It seems am {f thera would never

be room for the furniturs, and vet the

ona
tools,

room Is apparent encugh when
imegines It  without workmen,

benches, and other paraphernalla of the:

constructlon pearied, In  the ward-room,
for example, the placs that will latsr be
filled with m blg center table, is now oc-
oupled by an energetlo saw that' outs
ateel, and makes muoh more nolas about

it than even the pnsumeatic rivetsrs do.

about thelr work, And in the captaln's
cabin and thes rooms that wlll belong
i ‘the 'officers, the procesy of putting
in the spring matiresses takes threa
‘tUmes as much epace as the beds them-
selves will eventually occupy. In the

pantry one sees ‘the shelves just belng.

completed, nnd here nnd thera the high'
polleh of brass or the pleasant odor of
fresh palnt glves evidencs that some even
of the very final touches ara belng put on,
But pollshed brasa, fresh palnt, furni-:
ture, and othar minor detalls of house-
keeping are finlshing touches not llkely
to ba entirely completed until after the
bullders’ trial, which will taks placa
some thne durlng ?

the naxt few weaks,

After the hullders' trial—which la prags

tienlly ldentical with the regular governs
ment trial, except that it {m conductsd
by tho Fors River Compeny o= a final
test hefora reporting to the government
that the vessel l8 resdy to prove what
sho can do for Uncle Sam himself—there
are alweys a certain number af minor
chrnges to be made. The llttls 15 par
cent.
condition of the Das Molnea and her final
perfection 18 largely A matter of thesa
lit{lo detalls, and If war wera declarsd
to-morraw and tha vyessel needed In the
fighting line, not more than a month
would be required to put her Into coms-

Why We Should Not Imitate America.

It has become a hablt In Germany to
admire and try to Imitate everything
‘American, though it {s obvious that It
would be ahsolutely Insana to try to trans-
plant Amerlcan Institutions and customs

here.

That the people of Amerlca, with thelr
democratie Constitution, have deyeloped
more freedom of actlon, more Indepen-
dence, moral, gocial and polltical, 18 evi-
dent, but it would he just as wiong to ex-
pect RBuropa to adopt American customs
es to force our custnms upen Amerlea,

Both have thelr justifientlon In the meie
Joeal clrcumstances and are a natural out-
coma of thess.

It is one thing to darop all prejudics

. ggainst r people which mcts, thinks and
feals diffarently from ourselves, and quite
snother to expect that we Germang should
endeavor to lose our {ndividuality in fool-
{shly imitating o forelgn natlon, no matter
how successful or how prosperous and
powerful,

There 18, besides, absolutely no Teason
whatever. to admire Amerlea In evary-
thing.

Amerlea's posllicn towards us In the
future depends ‘entirely upon purselves,
and If some'of us are Inclined to think
JAhat a war beétween the {wo natlons must
come EDme time, this i8 one mora reason
why we should study the character of our
possible enemy,

I, personally, with thousands of othera
on botb sidea of the atlantle, glncerely

hopa that this war mpry never come, hut
that we may knlt the tles of the present
friendship closer every day.

No natlon In the world has so forced it-
self ahead In every possibla line of en-
deavor as the Al'u.el'lﬂan. gnd with no na-
tion In the world has Garmany closer or
more frequent and extenslve communica-
tion than with the Amerlcan people,

No two natlons In the world can teach
one another mope than the German and
the Amerigan, and still'T doubt If any un-
dnrstand the eharacter of one another less
then theoa ton f

As & child will always innerit craita fealy
and resemble jts parents, so the Yaonkea
cannot entlrely shake off his XEuropean
origin.

The, best qualitles in the Amerlean peo-
ple have thelr roots In the oak forests of
Germany, tha fertila marshes and graln
fields of Beandinavia, tha villages of Eng-
jand and Ireland and the highlands of
Beotland, but a four hundred yenrs long
hattle with nature frem the Atlantlp to
the Pacifie hes put ite pecullar stamp upon
the character of the Amerlean people,

It {8 In the new waorld exactly as in the
old; on tha hroad foundation of the soil
goclety has been bullt up,

To the eountry you must look for the
tride marrow of the people; ' the village
gehool 18 the kindergarten of the race,

The Amerleang originally wera a natjon
a!"rnrmeru and planters befors they be-

camo merchants, manufacturers and
bankers,

At the beginning of the twentleth ecen-
tury we find the Ameriean nation a penple
with very pronounced characteristics,

The people, ps a whole, 1 thoroughly
Americanlzed, though the number of
those whose grandparents apd grept-
grandparents were born !n the Unlted
States Is comparatively emall, and ns
the nation grows the Influx of forslgners
pxerts no Influence upon the patlonal
charactor,

Newspapers and publle schools are the
factors which stamp end mould tha com-
Ing generatlon,

The 'average American learns only tha
history of hls own eountry; he ia ab-
solutely fgnorant of the history of class|-
cal Greeca or the Roman republle, and
naturally forms the Impression that his
country 18 the only one of any lmport-
RICe,

He is not taught rellglon or even told
alboit the exlistence of the Blble In the
publip schools, and paturally his 'ldeas
of ethles and mopals, must be different
from OuUrs,

His Inelination to make lght of and
condnne the wile-spreard worruption which
Indisputably exists In-pll public affalvs iy
the United Btates muy be troced back
to this lack of early moral tralning,

. Hp'thinks differently of money aud the
| ;

means of acquiring wealth than we do.
The position In Amerlen is
freer and more Independent in every ro-
spect than here,

of wompnn

The principles of education of children
are mora lax than In Burapean countries,

The Amerienn laborer and farmey can-
not compsars with ours,

In the higher classes of soclely a new
specific  Amerlean type  has  appearad,
whioh outwardly, at least, has some re-
spmblanes to whot we call a gentle-
man, hut the lowsr orlgin gulte often ls
visibla through the superflcial vapnish,
and this grows more prapounced
further you go \West,

It Is Impossible to deserlbe the charac-
ter of the Amerlern In a few words; it
15 just as complieated ag the climate und
surfaca of hia country,

Tha typlcal Amerlcan temperament fis
sanguine, but in o different way from

tha

tha French. :
The Frenchiman s exclted and full of
fire, bhut hols & horn pessimist; the Yan-
kea Iz mlways optimistie; ha is at the

game time enthuslastle and extromely
active, )
He s excoedingly patlent wunder the

most trying elreumstances and will stand
mare ghusa from the puyvernment pnd
guthorities than the most humble. Rus-
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elan, but at the same time he |s danger-
ous and his patience may unexpectedly
glve way (o extrema  yiolence, which
carrles nway overy abstruction,

He s probably well aware of the short-
cominga of his governmaent and country,
bt Bils vanlty Torblds him to listen to any

epltielsm from an outalder,

He possesses o rich wveln of humor,
whick pervades everywhera and every-
th'lug. from newspapera to  political
spoeches,

All the men wha have rlsen to natlonal
prominence haye possessed it

Amriean huthor Is less refined and deep
thnn tha Engllsh or German; it hes no
{ouch of the pathetio which fills the eyo
with tenra while the 1ips ara smliling. It
has o tendenoy to exaggerate, which In
Mark Twafn apd the artlst, Charles Dann

Gibaon, hns reached lis highest perfec-

Hon.

The German who forms his oplufon of
Amarlen and Amerieans from the canarids
ot our pewspapers, who ghrinleles poth-
{ng hut eirikes, lynehings, kidnapping of
millionnires tridn robberles, knows
r'uuu;- nothiug about the true Amerlean,
In whosa charaeter chlvelry nnd good na-
ture are very prominent.

He {5 by pno means the ¢old, heartless

or
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man or the
us imng-

and ealeulating business
brutal egotlst that many of
ina.

I1e hae really many other Interests than
tha hunt for the almlghty dollar, and
has under hls rough surface very often
n heart of gold, though ha In most cases
gepoms to ba ashamed of .

Here in Germany we pralss tha pat-
trintle oltizen, In Amerlca patriotlsm s
tnlien ps a matter of couras.

A party who did not put love of the
country al the very top of Its programme
eould not ha Imagined In Amerlea,

Patrlotlam covers everything, even the
natlonal shortcomings,

"It |s Amerlean, consequently It
good and cannot be beaten,'” s the he-
llef and motta of eyvery Yankes, from
boyhood to old age.

If & newborn baby should rnakq ita
entry Into, the world singing, “Yankes
Doodlé,'t it would cnuse no suiprise.

Tha American s chivalrous to a fault
and shows this (o hig treatment of wo-
men undor all clreumstances, |

Mo (oea not pul her on al sedestal
nnd praise her as an angel or a divine
being; ke has tog much common sense for
that, but he does not treat her as a
chattel or maks a household drudga of
her,

He glves her perfgot fo

m, he trepta

mission.

her as o frlend, an equal, morally supe-:
rior to himself though hll)‘s!cauy Wean ke
or, and he considera It his first duty to
protect her from Insult end abuss under
all elrcumstances,

Hp does not Insult her by staring &t
her In cars or ogling her in the street,
and o masher would certalnly very soon

find himself ornamenting a lamppost,
dapgling from the end of a ropes, but

mashers are not known in Amerlca.
But tha character of tha Yankee has
alsn many dark

sldes, most prominent

among which I8 his lack of moral senss, =
which makes It appear qulte natural ta

him that the party In power uses syery
oppartunity to rob the people who put it
in power.

He sees no danger Inithe rapldly in-
creasing corruption pnd ha allows the
laws of his country to ba tramplad upon
and ridiculed by the rich and powerful.

In no other eountry In the world la it
true that small thieves are hanged, while
tha big ones arg honored.

It is to be hoped, though, that hls many
gond qualltles may Hnally prevall ‘and i
time muke tha land of unlimitad possis

that remalna between the present

billtles an'ldeal worth imilationg In 'everys |

thing, but ut the present time xdmirers gf
Awmeries should use & it common seee
and judgment befors they advise thel

couptrymen to transform thmeselves Inta
a llkeness of the American natlon
everything without exception. }




